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418 Steubenville Avenue Apt 1
Cambridge, Ohio 43725
4 March, 2003

Mr. Michael Copps, FCC Commissioner
1919 ¥ ST wwr

Wash.ngton DC 20554

Dear ¥r. Copps,

hope this letter finds you in good health and good spirits.
letter and 6 page rveport/paper titled SAVING AIR WAVES

N are an attempt to prevent the death of air waves tele-
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vision (""tree T.V.") and thereby prevent the possible death of
Denocracy. Alr waves television 1s necessary as an essential ref-
erence with which to compare cable T.V. and tends to keep cable T.V.
honest. &4lr waves T.V. reaches cut to all and provides the same
signal to each and every one. The laws of nature ensure such uni-
formity of signal. Thoush cable T.V. may also provide the same
signal to every subscriber-to-cable, it 1s not bound by nature to
do so. The cable subscriber does not own the cable and has no con-
trel over what comes over i1t. With hiegh speed digital computers
and dizital T.V. and with the contrel cof which cable signals are
directed to which citizens' homes, 1t is possible to differentially
communicate to large groups of citizens. Thals communications power,
concentrated in the hands of one or a few, with no air waves T.V.
in existunce to keep it honest, may lead to the demise of our
Democracy. Please do not let them further endanger our form of
government. The enclosed paper outlines the problem in scome detail
and provides a solution to 1t.

I thank you here for any consideration you give these maftters.
Thank you.
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Sincerely yours,
;ZZ;QXgL Zfi 5fz£77dé;%?7/

Mark C. Tleming b.a.

:flles, et al.
Cc.: 3AVIUG AIR WAVES TELEVISION - a report - six (6) pages
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SAVING AIR-WAVES TELEVISION

The following story came to me represented as being true. 1 will
reproduce the 3;ist of it here, but, even though I want to believe it
to be true, 1t might not be.

The story is of a dentist, I will call him Joe. He had a suc-
cessful dental practice in a town in the U.S.A. and, though the com-
unity was a little larger than he could comfortably handle, he drove
himself and met the challenge.

Then, along came another dentist who opened an office and began
the practice of dentistry in the same town. I will call him Alber:.
As Joe passed by Albert's from time to time, he noticed there was sel-
dom an automobile in Albert's parking lot, and the lot was never seen
to be full. Weeks elapsed ancd Joe noticed Albert had a gloomy mood
when ever he saw him on the street. Eventually Joe concluded that
Albert was not getting his share of tke dental work available to them
both and that if some action was not taken, the other would fail
business-wise in his new practice.

5¢c, from time to time, Joe began rinsing his own mouth out with
whiskey just before seeing some patients. He did this even though he
did neot drink. It was not lcng until he neticed a reduction in the
number of patients he was serving and, when he passed by Albert's,
the parking lot there was never empty and some times full. The patient
dispersal had reached a fair extent anc¢ Joe stopped the practice of
the whiskey-rinse. There was enough business for both 2f themn.

This is sowme of the human side of small business. It is not reg-
ulated by law. It 1s one. of those things some of us do when we see
it should be done. I am generally not in favor of trickery but in this
instance I can easily forgive Joe. Here 1s one more:

I was in Coclorado working as an electronics technician when I
¢«ot a case of the gloomies wmyself. T began to doubt a lot of things
and needed some h=lpful words.s OCune day, while in this mocd and seek-
ing an =2ncouraging word, I asked a coworker if he could think cof a
trve tale of an instance where some one 1n business went out of his
way to help the competition, even if it was just a little help. I
further asked that he not mention any names so that nc one would be
embarrassed and so the information cculd not be used to give me or
another some advantage.

ie told me of a wman who had a small contracting business working
in constructlion and landscaping. A slump in the economy that lasted
a while had a devastating effect on his business and he fell on hard
times. Another, a large cowpany working in that same field and in
that same geographical area heard of the guy's plight and, out of the
blue, offered him a subcontract (which they did not have to do as they
could have easily expanded their business to handle the work). He
readily accepted and the next day went to the work site to size up the
job. 1t was road construction. He found the back hoe and other
equipment there all gassed up and ready for him. He set himself at
once to the task and did it well and in short order.

Financlally he had won on that job and that kept his head above
water until he again had steady work. For the big company it was just
a drop in the bucket ... for him it ment survival.

Partly because of the way I structured thke request, I am sure this
tory is true. He was free to tell the truth. Also, I know it to be
rue because he is a coarse kind of guy who indulses himself in being
a robust truth teller, even if some times he hurts the feelings of
others present. 7T have not communicated with him since about 1580,
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some twenty-three years has elapsed since he related the story.

1f neither of these storys convince you of the good actions of
some in business I invite ycu to reflect on your own readings for
scme. The Reader's Digest is full of some like these (though many
are unbelievable). Dale Carnegie's book How to Win Friends and
Influence People is full of encounters he had and some of the storys

were nmuch like these two. I want to believe that 1 am not the only
person who has been liberal in such business matters. I alsoc want to
tell of them here so that you do not become discouraged.

The human side of business never seems to take place when giant
corporations are invelved. I think 1t is not because only heartless
men and woumen climb to the top of corporate ladders. Rather, the law
fixing the obligaticns of corporaticns restrict such side humanitarian
efforts/practices. Even if the action would prevent envirounmental
damage or a tendency for Democracy to erode, the law dces not permit
much corporate excursion.

To say there is a battle (competition) between cable T.V. and
air-waves T.V. (ather T.V.) by refering to it as cable T.V. versus
free T.V. is misleading due to the lack of parallelism in the terms.
The word cable refers to the mecdium of tramsmissicn. So, to properly
comparz it to che other segment of the television industry cne should
not use the term free T.V. but, rather, air waves T.V. or ether T.V. and
I will use the proper terms herein.

Cable T.V. has two sources of income, cable customers/subscribers
and advertisers. Air waves T.V. has only one source of income, adver-
tisers. As costs have risen effecting the whole industry, 1t has been
csasier for cable, with it's two sources of income,to keep up and meet
expenses. A major factor advertisers cconsider is the number of persons
the medium will reach. As cable T.V. has increased it's subscribers,
air waves T.V. has lost viewers. Since the advertisers are not willing
to pay quite so much for air waves T.V., air waves T.V. has had, to
meet expenses, to increase the number of ads it shows per hour. This,
in turn, degrades the program. That leads tc still fewer viewers and
it is expected that, eventually, aiv waves T.V. will become extinct
(die). It has been estimated that air waves T.V. will die within
Lilve to ten years.

Cable T.V. will be the big winner if air waves T.V. dles. Cable
T.V. will not have that as competition. With out the cowmpetition Cable
T.V. can degrade in any of several directions. With a greater partial
or total monopoly it can charge excessively, further reduce the moral
scope of it's programs (which have never been well regulated) and more.
But there is a more serious hazard in store for America (U.S.A.) 1if
all T.V. zoes underground (to cable T.V.). We will tend to lose our
Democracy. You see, to exercise good judgement, the population must
be well infcrmed. With out air waves T.V. as a corrective reference,
cable T.V. can mislead. 1t is only through sources that offer a variety
of philosophical perspectives (a variety of political orientations) can
we, the citizens, truly gain insights and can properly compare and
evaluate contrasting pecints of view. With out air waves T.V. our votes,
for example, will not be as fine tuned as they have tended to be.
Cable T.V. realisges what a win it will have and will want the extra
powar. They will no doubt say "We will present altermative political
positions.” It is like the accountant/bookkezper who goes to the CEO
or owner of the company and says, "If you will authorize us: to stop
keeping tke books in such a detailed fashion ss we have, we could
do other things and get a lot more work done around here. You can
trivst us. The books have always ballanced." If the CEO/owner says
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"Yes." there goes the audit trail. And there will be little recovery
when things go wrong.

So, cable T.V. i1s winning over air waves T.V.. It is obviousely
Erue that when ever some one kills ancther for gain, to find a gcod
lead to the killer, all one need do is find out who will benefit from
the death. For example, if an old lady is found dead with a knife
sticaing out of her back, we should take a look at her will. This
makes sense to most of us. The killer might not be among the heirs
but it is a good source of leads (they have motive). So, though it
2ilzht not be cable T.V.'s fault for the demise of air waves T.V., if
there is some thing that peints to cable T.V. that shows air waves T.V.
being hurried along toward it's death, should we not become aware of
it 7 I have three pieces cof information for you that suggest that
some entity {(could it be cable T.V. ?) 1s trying to pugh alr waves
T.V..to it's death.

About a week ago I bought a new 13" color Curtis Mathes television
receiver. It was on sale at ¥Mart locally here in Cambridge, Ohio
(see attached ad). 1 had been watching air waves T.V., either of two
stations was available to me here; MBC and PBS with both available via
UHF. I was using an old black and white set that was on it's last legs.
I was locking forward to seeing color T.V. after so many years of black
and white.

The new cclor receiver has a red light on the front along with the
printed lecend POWER. It looks like an LED (light emitting diode).
I thought it was a pilot lixht. The T.V. was intermittant with the
plcture and sound coming on and off with a poping sound. The raster
also was going on and off. I was hoping it would settle down and stay
on as I was tryilng to adjust it for the first time and learming about
how to control 1t. I was also frying to evaluate the quality of the
plicture and watch a show so T was not shocked to find the red 1light was
always on when the picture, sound and raster were off and always off
when those three were on. Further, at the time of the transistion
a loud poping sound like a relay (mechanical}) kicking on or off was
heard. Though I have come to believe the condition I was seeing was
not an electronics failure and that the set was designed to perform
that way, I returned the set to XKMart and got a refund. T used the
rafund to buy a 13" color Magnavox T.V. from that XKMart.

1 now believe that Curtis Mathes designed the T.V. so that, if
the signal at the input jack, as measured perhaps at the second detector,
was weak or variable (signifying air waves connection) the T.V. would
disconnect the speaker, turn off the pilcture and the raster. This can
easily be done by way of a relay control. The relay could also control
the red light as stated. One might think that this design would pre-
vent a viewer from watchineg a shoddy picture with bad sound due to a
weak or variable signal and thus preserve the integrity of tke appearance
of a Curtis Mathes set, but it can also be thought of as "funneling”
the viewer/owner away from air wmaves T.V. to cable T.V. and one wonders

"Did cable T.V. enter into some contract with Curtis Mathes to get this

result dasignad into the :cet 7" The result favors cable T.V. just as
the knife in the back favors the heirs.

The Magnavox came with out any VHAF or UHF-ancennae. I had to buy
‘those two antennaes separately and did so. The ads for the Magnavox did

not show any antennas but I assumed they would be in the box with the
T.V. just ~s I always assume that new shoes come with shoe stringa.
Since the Magnavox set did not have the on-off relay control of the
Curtis Mathes design, 1 was able to get a steady raster, fair picture,
and crackling sound. I have ordered a plus 20 db rf amplifier to
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compensate and improve tae audio. I hope it will work well enough
for me to continue to watch air waves T.V.. 1In the past, T.V. man-
ufacturers either manufactured their own antennas or farmed out the
manufactureand in this way they could control both the quality of
performance and the esthetics of the antenna design. One wonders if
Magnavox was under contract to give up manufacturing air waves antennas .
It seems improbable that a company would giva up control of the design
of the antennas with out payment of some kind.

The antennas I bought to use with the Magnavox T.V. consist of
a UHF hoeop and two stvaight length-adjustable VHI antennas for use on
top of the T.V. receilver or close to it. The hoop looks small. I
compared it with the UHF hoop I have been using with the black and
white T.V. for over six years. The new hoop 1s about two (2) centi-
meters shorter in diameter than the old heoop. It is believed that
there 1s only one cptimum diameter UHF hoop antenna useful for use in
recelving the spectrum of frequencies used by UHF transmitters. So,
One o¢f these antennas 1s the wrong size. 1 believe the newer one is
of the wrong diameter and will present a weaker signal at the T.V. input
jack., In my case I can easily fashion a fine UHF hocp antenna from an
old metal coat hanger. (Please do not tell the cable companys of this
or they might rush over to the cecat hanger manufacturer and offer them
an underhanded contract and pay thew if they manufacture coat hangers
that cannot be so modified.) But most do not know they can make such
an antenna or how to do so and will just simply adopt cable T.V..
Here again, the cable companies win and one wonders if it is all
merely happenstance that they do. So, here is another instance of
"funneling” and possible knife-in-the-back evidence.

The dentlist story and contractor story were placed herein so you

[ix it ?will not beccme overly discouraged about the motives and actions of
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your fellow man. Due to the limitations of law imposed on the CEOs of
ziant corporations they cannot cross certain lines and act like human
beings with hearts. (The cash gifts seen on T.V. and given to charty
are tax write offs for the corporations.) So, if giant corporations
are to befave sensibly toward the envirounment and the Democracy,
zovernment will will have to bring them to do it. And government has
often done such. A good example: the scrubbers required on coal fired
electric utilities. Others include the existance of superfunds for
cleaning up toxic waste sites. 1If alr waves T.V. is to be saved, the
government will have rto do it. Corporations will not voluntarily, on
their ownJmodify their ways of doing business so that air waves 1.V.,
needed to maintain Democracy, will continue to exist. Instead of try-
ing just a little bit to save air waves T.V., the cable companies seem
to be operating behind the scenes (albeit in a legal way) to hurry the
demise of air waves T.V. and since there i: none to oppose them, this
might cowme to pass.

A tax is defined by the Random House Dictionary of the English
Language as ""a sum of money levied upen incomes, property, sales,
et cetera, by a government for its support or for specific facilities
or services”". When the tax does not serve the government we can
properly refer to it as a fee. The solution to the problem is to
charge the cable companies a fee. The fee can be based on the income
the cable companies derive from cable subscribers. Up to 100 per cent
could be charged. The amcunt collected could, after the government
deducteq it's cost of collection, be dispersed to the air waves
television systems. I do not know the 6ormula that would be just
so that the dispersion would be fair and so that air waves T,V. would
pe preserved and so that, as a result, Democracy would be preserved.
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Thanks.,

An apolitical accountant (if one can be found) would know.

As stated, there is ample precident for the fee solution. The
serubbers are one. I will include a2 newspaper article clipped from
the Akron Beacon Joumnal (12/19/2002 issue) and relating to some
excesses of telemarketers as another proposal of a fee solution to
ancther problem. Such a fee would tend to remove the motive of
cable T.V. to undermine air waves T.V. and they might adjust their
subscriber rates to more accurately and fairly reflect thelr costs.
The true cost of cable operations ... Democracy destroying efforts
and effects included, should be borne by the perpetrators, the cable
companies. The cable companies "polute Democracy" they should be
charged a fee to''clean it up".

This proposed action, the fee solution, could have a beneficial
effect on all television advertising. It could also have a positive
eflect on the quality of preogramming. The proposed solution will tend
to level the playing field. Both air waves T.V. and cable T.V. can
make a profit. In time, 1t is hopped a happy balance can be arrived
at. If air waves T.V. grows by gaining viewers from cable T.V. then
air waves T.V. will receive less from cable T.V. and cut-throat
competition would tend to be remeved as a mode of operation. for the
industry. In summary, there would be the coff-setting force (the fee
solution),which is not in place yet, that would provide redistribution
cf income.

Filnally, there is the matter of politics related tc getting this
proposal installed. WNo matter what specific form or werding this
proposal takes, 1t is sure to be opposed by the cable conpanies. I
do believe this proposal cannot be implimented by the FCC alone but
the chairman of the FCC is sure to be listened to more closely than
myself with no degree in law and no power other than that of citizen-
ship. But a letter or series of letters from the chairman of the FCC
would surely have a positive effect on those who can make this proposal
inte law. Does not the FCC charter, provided by the United States
Congress, suggest that the FCC would ke properly cperating if it
tended to be oriented in support of the measure presented herein ?
Please send me a list of names and addresses of pexsons I could send
a copy of this proposal to so that the measure stated could have a
better chance of being applied. Please feel free tc make coples of
this letter-report and send them to whom ever you wish to advance
the proposal.

I will thank you in advance here for any consideration you give
this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

ok € f)@m’faﬁw’/

Mark C. Fleming b.a"%

CC:files , others

Enc.: newspaper clipping, advertisement
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$89 SALE

Was 94.99

CURTIS MATHES 13" TV
Front and rear A/V inputs

and sleep timer.

1-yr. Product Replacement, 7.9

'

FTC suggests ‘do n_ot call’ list

Telemarketers would have to check registry every

By Shelley Emling
Cox News Senvice

NEW YORK: Help may be on
the way for those who hate a
ringing phone during dinner.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion announced a long-antici-
pated plan Wednesday to stop
unwanted telephone pitches: a
nationwide “do not call” list.

Consumers could sign up by
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telephone or the Intemet for a
five-year stay on the list. Tele-
marketers would have to check
the names every three months,
and could be fined as much as

1,000 if they call .
$11,000 ey SOMEOnE ¥ new Congress that convenes in

who is listed.
The rules also would require
telemarketers to transmit caller

ID informadon so that consum-
ers who subscribe to such serv-

43 months, could be fined

/Pﬁ// ?// ,’5‘/)"3

Stop callmg me!
States with do-not-call laws

icas will know who is calling.

But relief is at least several
months away.

To fund the opexatlon. the
C peeds approval from the

January to collect as much as
$16 million in fees from tele-

keters. If Congress grants
Please see Calls, AS

- SOURCE: Nutional Conferenee
of Shute Leyiskitures

Associated Press
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c Cob 413 Steubenville Avenue Apt 1
e Cambridge, Ohio 43725
- 4 March, 2003

Mr. Jonathan Adelsteln; ¢ Commissicner
1619 ¥ Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Adelstein,

I hope this letter fimds you 1in good health and good spirits.

This letter and 6 page report/paper titled SAVING AIR WAVES
TELEVISION are an attempt to prevent the death of air waves tele-
vision ("free T.V.") and thereby prevent the possible death of
Democracy. Air waves talevision 1s necessary as an essential ref-
erence with which to compare cable T.V. and tends to keep cable T.V.
honest. &ir waves T.V. reaches cut to all and provides the same
signal to each and every cne. The laws of nature ensure such uni-
formity of signal. Thoush cable T.V. may alsc provide the same
signal to every subscriber-to-cable, it is not bound by nature to
do so. The cable subscriber does not own the cable and has no con-
trol over what comes over it. With high speed digital computers
and dizital T.V. and with the control of which cable signals are
directed to which citizens' homes, it is possible to cifferentially
comnunicate to large groups c¢f citizens. Tnils communilcations power,
concentrated in the hands of one or a few, with no air waves T.V.
in existence to keep it honest, may lead to the demise of our
Democracy. Please do not let them further endanger our form of
government. The enclosed paper outlines the problem in some detall
and provides a sclutionm to 1it.

I thank you here for any consideration you give these maftters.
Thank vycu,

Sincerely yours,

r@&ﬁ»[h@wfﬁ ;/'

Mark C. Fleming b

CC:Llleo, et al.
rnc . SAVIUG AIR WAVES

+q
|

LEVISION - a report - six (6) pages
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SAVING AIR-WAVES TELEVISION

The following story came to me represented as being true. T will
reproduce the 3ist of it here, but, even though I want to believe it
to be true, 1t might not be.

The story is ¢f a dentist., I will call him Joe. He had a suc-
cessful dental practice in a town in the U.S.A. and, though the com-
unity was a litctle larger than he could comfortably handle, he drove
himself and met the challenge.

Then, along came another dentist who opened an office and began
the practice of dentistry in the same town. 1 will call him Alber:.
As Joe passed by Albert's from time to time, he noticed there was sel-
dom an automobile in Albert's parking lot, and the lot was never seen
to be full. Weeks elapsed and Joe noticed Albert had a gloomy mood
when ever he saw him on the street. Eventually Joe concluded that
Albert was not getting his share of tke dental work available to them
both and that if some action was ncot taken, the other would fail
business-wise in his new practice.

So, from time to time, Joe began rinsing his own mouth out with
whiskey just before seeing some patients. He did this even though he
did not drink. It was not long until he noticed a reduction in the
number of patients he was serving and, when he passed by Albert's,
the parking lot there was never empty and some times full. The patient
dispersal had reached a fair extent ancd Jce stoppec the practice of
the whiskey-rinse. There was enough business for both 2f them.

This is some of the human side c¢f small business. It is not reg-
ulated by law. It is one. of those things some of us do when we see
it should be done. I am generally not in favor of trickery but in this
instance [ can easily forgive Joe. Here 1s one wmere:

I was in Colorado working as an electronics technician when I
got a case of the gloomies myself. T began to doubt a lot of things
and needed some hz2lpful words.: One day, while in this mood and seek-
lng an encouraging word, I asked a coworker if he could think of a
true tale of an instance where some one 1n business went out of his
wav o help the competiticn, even 1if it was just a little help. 1T
further asked that he not mention any names so that no cone would be
embarrassed and so the information could not be used to give me or
another scome advantage.

i2 told me of & man who had a small contracting business working
in constructicn and landscaping. A slump in the economy that lasted
a while had a devastating effect on his business and he fell on hard
times. Another, a large coupany working in that same field and in
that samée geographical area heard of the guy's plight and, out of the
blue, offered him a subcontract (which they did not have to do as they
could have easily expanded their business te handle the work). He
readily accepted and the next day went to the work site to size up the
jeb. It was road construction. He found the back hoe and other
egquipment there all gassed up and ready for him. He set himself at
once to the task and did it well and in short order.

Financially he had won on that job and that kept his head above
water until he again had steady work. Tor the big company it was just
a drop 1n the bucket ... for him it ment survival.

Partly because cf the way I structured the request, I am sure this
story is true. He was free to tell the truth. Aalsc, T know it Lo be
true because he i1s a coarse kind of guy who indulges himself in being
a ropust truth teller, even if some times he hurts the feelings of
others present. T have not communicated with him since about 1680,
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some twenty-three years has elapsed since he related the story.

If neither of these storys convince you of the good actions of
sonie in business I invite you to reflect on your own readings for
some. The Reader's Digest is full of some like these (though many
are unbelievable). Dale Carnegie's book How to Win Friends and
Influence People is full of encounters he had and some of the storys

were nuch like these two. I want to believe that I am not the only
person who has been liberal in such business matters. I also want to
tell of them here so that you do not become discouraged.

The human side of business never seems to take place when gilant
corporations are inveolved. I think it is not because only heartless
men and women climb to the top of corporate ladders. Rather, the law
fixing the obligations of corporations restrict such side humanitarian
efforts/practices. Even if the action would prevent envirounmmental
damage or a tendency for Democracy to erode, the law dces not permit
much corporate excursion.

To say there is a pattle (competition) between cable T.V. and
alr-waves T.V. {acher T.V.) by refering to it as cable T.V. versus
free T.V. is misleading due to the lack of parallelism in the terms.
The word cable refers to the medium of transmission. So, to properly
compara it to the other segment of the television industry one should
not use the term free T.V. bu%, rather, air waves T.V. or ether T.V. and
I will use the proper terms herein.

Cable T.V. has two sources of income, cable customers/subscribers
and advertisers. Air waves T.V. has only one source of income, adver-
tisers. As costs have risen effecting the whole industry, it has been
easier for cable, with it's two sources of income,tc keep up and meet
expenses. A major factor advertisars consider 1s the number of persous
the medium will reach. As cable T.V. has increased it's subscribers,
alr waves T.V. has lost viewers. Since the advertisers are not willing
to pay quite so much for air waves T.V., air waves T.V. has had, to
meet expenses, to increase the number of ads it shows per hour. This,
in turn, degrades the program. That leads to still fewer viewers and
it is expected that, eventually, &ir waves T.V. will become extinct
(die). Tt has been estimated that air waves T.V. will die within
five to ten years.

Cable T.V. will be the big¢g winner if air waves T.V. dies. Cable
T.V. will not have that as competition. With out the competition Cable
T.V. can degrade in any of several directionms. Wwith a greater partial
or rotal monopely it can charge excessively, further reduce the moral
scope of it's programs (which have never been well regulated) and more.
But there is a more serious hazard in store for America (U.S.A.) if
all T.V. goes underground (to cable T.V.). We will tend to lecse our
Democracy. You see, to exercise good judgement, the population must
be well informed. With cut air waves T.V. as a corrective reference,
cable T.V. can mislead. It is only through sources that offer a variety
of philosophical perspectives (a variety of political orientations) can
we, the citizens, truly gain insichts and can properly compare and
evaluate contrasting points of view. With out air waves T.V. our votes,
for example, will not be as fine tuned as they have tended tc be.
Cable T.V. realises what a win 1t will have and will want the extra
power. They will no doubt say "We will prescnt altermative political
positions.” Tt is like the accountant/bookkegper who goes to the CEO
or cwner of the company and says, "If you will authorize us to stop
keeping the books in such a detailed fashion as we have, we could
do other things and get a lot more work done around here. You can
Frist us. The books have always ballanced." 1I1If the CREO/owner $ays
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"Yes." there goes the audit trail. And there will be little recovery
when things go wrong.
So, cable T.V. is winning over air waves T.V.. It is obviousely

Crue that when ever some cone kills another for gain, to find a good
lead te the killer, all one need do is find out who will benefit from
the death. For example, if an old lady is found dead with a knife
stickiug out of her back, we should take a look.at her will. This
makes sense to most of us. The killer might not be among the heirs
but it is a gocd source of leads (they have motive). 350, though it
»ight not be cable T.V.'s fault for the demise of air waves T.V., if
there is some thing that points to cable T.V. that shows air waves T.V.
being hurried along toward it's death, should we not become aware of
it ? 1 have three pieces of informaticn for you that suggest that
some entity {(could it be cable T.V. ?) is trying to pugh ailr waves
T.V..to it's death.

About a week ago I bought a new 13" colocr Curtis Mathes television
recelver. It was on sale at XMart locally here in Cambridge, Ohio
(see attached ad). 1 had been watching air waves T.V., either of two
stations was avallable to me here; HWRC and PR3 with both available via
UHF. I was using an old black and white set that was on it's last legs.
I was looking forward to seeing color T.V. after so many years of black
and white.

The new color receiver has a red light on the front along with the
printed legend POWER. It looks like an LED (light emitting diode).
I thought it was a pilect lipht. The T.V. was intermittant with the
picture and sound coming on and off with a poping sound. The raster
alsc was going on and off. I was heping it would settle down and stay
on as I was trying to adjust it for the fivst time and learning about
how to control 1it. I was also trying to evaluate the quality of the
plcture and watch a show so I was not shocked to find the red light was
always on when the picture, sound and raster were off and always off
when those three were on. Further, at the time of the transistion
a loud poping sound like a relay (mechanical) kicking on or ofi was
heard. Though I have come to believe the condition I was seelng was
not an electronics failure and that the set was designed to perform
that way, I returned the set to XKMart and got a refund. 1 used the
refund to buy a 13" color Magnavox T.V. from that KMart.

I now believe that Curtis Mathes designed the T.V. so that, 1if
the signal at the input jack, as measured perhaps at the second detector,
w3as weak or variable (signifying air waves connection) the T.V. wculd
disconnect the speaker, turn off the picture and the raster. This can
easily be done by way of a relay control. The relay could also control
the red light as stated. One might think that this design would pre-
vent a viewer from watching a shoddy picture with bad sound due to a
weak or variable signal and thus preserve the lntegrity of the appearance
of a Curtis Mathes set, but it can also be thought of as "funneling"
the viewer/owner away f[rom air waves T.V. to cable T.V. and one wonders

"Did cable T.V. enter into some contract wtth Curtis Mathes to get this

result dasisned Into the uet 7" The result favors cable T.V. just as
the knife in the back favors the heirs.

The tagnavox came with out any VHF or UHF antennae. I had to buy
those two antennaes separately and did so. The ads for the Magnavox did

not show any antennas but I assumed they would be in the box with the
T:V. just as I always assume that new shoes come with shoe stringas.
Since the Magnavex set did not have the on-off relay control of the
Curtis Mathes design, 1 was able to get a steady raster, fair picture,
aad crackling sound. 1 have ordered a plus 20 db rf amplifier to



compensate and improve thke audic. I hope it will work well enough

for me to continue to watch air waves T.V.. In the past, T.V. man-
ufacturers either manufactured their own antennas or farmed out the
manufactureand in this wasg they could contrel both the gquality of
performance and the esthetics of the antenna design. One wonders if
Magnavox was under contract to give up manufacturing air waves antenmnas.
It seems improbable that a company would give up control of the design
of the antennas with out payment of some kind.

3) The antennas I bought to use with the Magnavox T.V. consist of

inten- a UEF hoop and two straight length-adjustabla VHF antennas for use on

148 top of the T.V. receiver or close to it. The hoop looks small. I
coumpared it with the UHF hoop I have been using with the black and
white T.V. far over six years. The new hoop is about two (2) centi-

meters shorter in diameter than the old hoop. 1t is believed that
there is only one optimum diameter UHF hoop antenna useful fer use in
receiving the spectrum of frequencies usec¢ by UHF transmitters. So,
One of these antennas is the wrong size. I believe the newer one is
of the wrong diameter and will present a weaker signal at the T.V. input
jack. 1In my case I can easily fashion a fine UHF hoop antenna from an
old metal coat hanger. (Please do not tell the cable coupanys of this
or they might rush over to the coat hanger manufacturer and ofifer them
an underhanded contract and pay them if they manufacture coat hangers
that cannot be so modified.) But most do not know they can make such
an antenna or how to do so and will just simply adopt cable T.V..
Here again, the cable companies win and one wonders if it is all
merely happenstance that they do. So, here is ancther instance of
"funneling' and possible knife-in-the-back evidence.
vho will The dentist story and contractor story were placed herein so you
fix it ?will not become overly discouraged about the motives and actions of
your feilow man. Due to the limitationz of law imposed on the CEOs of
ziant corporations they cannot cross certain lines and act like human
beings with hearts. (The cash gifts seen on T.V. and given to charty
are tax write offs for the corporations.) So, if giant corporations
are to bepave sensibly toward the envirounment and the Demccracy,
governmant will will have to bring them to do it. And government has
often done such. A good example: the scrubbers required on coal fired
electric utilities. Others include the existance of superfunds for
cleaning up toxlc waste sites. If air waves T.V. is to be saved, the
government will have to do it. Corporations will not voluntarily, on
their own modify their ways of doing business so that air waves T.V.,
needed t¢ maintain Democracy, will continue to exist. Instead of try-
ing just a little bit to save alr waves T.V., the cable companies seem
to be operating behind the scenes {(albeit in a legal way) to hurry the
demise of air waves T.V. and since there i¢ none to oppose them, this
might cowme to pass.
fee A tax is defined by tke Random House Dictionary of the English
solu- Language as "a sum of money levied upon incomes, property, sales,
tion et cetera, by a government for its support or for specific facilities
or services”. When the tax does not aerve the government we can
properly refer to it as a fee. The solution to the problem is to
charge the cable companies a fee. The fee can be based on the income
the cable companies derive from cable subscribers. Up to 100 per cent
could be charged. The amount collected could, after the government
deducted it's cost of collection, be dispersed to the air waves
television systems. I do not know the formula that would be just
so that the dispersion would bte fair and so that air waves T,V. would
be preserved and so that, as = result, Democracy would be preserved.

A



An apolitical accountant (if one can be found) would know.

yreci- As stated, there is ample precident for the fee soclution. The

fent serubbers are one. I will include a newspaper article clipped from
the Akron Beacon Joumnal (12/19/2002 issue) and relating to some
excesses of telemarketers as ancther proposal of a fee solution to
another problem. Such a fee would tend to remove the motive of
cable T.V. to undermine air waves T.V. and they might adjust their
subscriber rates to more accurately and fairly reflect their costs.
The true cost of cable operations ... Democracy destroying efforts
and effects included, should be borne by the perpetrators, the cable
companies. The cable companies ''polute Democracy'" they should be
charged a fee to''clean it up"”

sffects This proposed action, the fee solution, could have a beneficial
effect on all televisicn advertising. It could also heve a positrive
efifact on the quality of programming. The proposed solution will tend
to level the playing field. Both air waves T.V. and cable T.V. can
maige a profit. In time, 1t 1is hopped a happy balance can be arrived
at. If air waves T.V. grows by gaining viewers from cable T.V. then
alr waves T.V. will receive less from cable T.V. and cut-throat
competition would tend to be removed as a wmode of operaticn for the
inoustry. In summary, there would be the off-setting force (the fee

solution),which is not in place yet, that would provide redistribution
of income.

zetting Finally, there is the matter of politics related to getting this
the fix proposal installed. UWo matter what specific form or wording this
1dopted proposal taxes, it 1s sure to be opposed by the cable companies. 1

do believe this proposal cannot be implimented by the FCC alone but
the chairman of the FCC 1s sure tc be listened to more closely than
myself with no degree in law and no power cther than that of citizen-
ship. But a letter or series of letters from the chairman of the FCC
would surely have a positive effect on those who can make this proposal
into law. Does not the FCC charter, provided by the United States
Congress, suggest that the FCC would be proporly operating if it
tended to be oriented in support of the measure presented herein ?
Please send me a list of names and addresses of pezsons I could send
a copy of this proposal to so that the measure stated could have a
better chance of being applied. Please feel free to make copies of
this latter-report and send them to whom ever you wish to advance
the proposal.

Thanks. T will thank you in advance here for any consideration you give
this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely YOUIo,

Jo € Pl i

Mark C. Flemlng b.a"

CC:files, others

tuce.: newspaper clipping, advertisement
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$89 SALE

Was 94.99

CURTIS MATHES 13" TV
Front and rear A/V inputs

and sleep timer.

1-yr. Product Replacement, 7.99
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FTC suééests do ndt call’ list Stop caling el

7] states with do-not-call laws

(AR

Telemarketers would have to check regs'try every 3 months, could be fined

By Shelley Emiling telephone or the Internet for a  ices will know who is calling,
Cox News Senice five-year stay on the list. Tele- But relief is at least several
NEW YORK: Help may be op marketers would have to check 0 0he away.
the way for those who hate a  the names every three months,
ringing phone during dinner. and could be fined as much as A To fund the operatlon the
The Federal Trade Commis-  $11000 if they call someone {,F1C needs approval from the
sion anpounced a [ong-antci- who is listed. new"acryontgr&s ﬁhat conven;s au;
pated l:eh:jﬂ tgledﬁnesday t::.in stop The rules also would require ‘;?]6] millio% citl)l ‘f?ecésagf)r«tt)nrzm1 tele-
unwan ephone prches: a t 1
naticnwide “do not call” List, %ﬁaﬁgamnmﬂmmef k_elers_. _@Congrg.s grants
Consumers could sign up by  ers who subscribe to such serv- Please see Calls, AS

| SOURCE: National Corterene

uf Suste Legislutures

Associala Press
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o 413 Steubenville Avenue Apt 1
Cambridge, Ohio 43725

4 March, 2003
Miw Muichael Powell; Chairwmn, FCC
dvi5 M Street WW
washington, DC 26554

Dear Mc. Powell,

I hope this letter finds you in good health and good spirits.

This letter and 6 page treport/paper titled SAVING AIR WAVES
TELEVISION are an attempt to prevent the death of air waves tele-
vision ("rfree T.V.")} and thereby prevent the possible death of
Democracy. Air waves television is necessary as an essential ref-
erence with which to compare cable T.V. and tends to keep cable T.V.
honest. Air waves T.V. reaches out to all and provides the same
signal to each and every one. The laws of nature ensure such uni-
formity of signal. Thoush cable T.V. may also provide the same
signal to every subscriber-to-cabla, it 1s not bound bv nature to
do so. The cable subscriber does not own the cable and has no con-
£rol over what comes over 1t. With high speed digital computers
and digital T.V. and with the contrel of which cable signals are
directed to which citizens' homes, it is possible to differentially
communicate to large greoups of citizens. Thils communications power,
concencrated in the hands of cne or a few, with no air waves T.V.
in existonce to keep it honest, may lead to the demise of our
Demeccracy. Please do not let them further endanger our form of
governtient. The enclosed paper outlines the problem in some detatll
and provides a solution to it.

I thank you here for any consideration you give these matters.
Thank you.

Sincergly yours,

Mark C. Fleming b.a.

CC:ifiles, et al.
Fnc.: SAVIAG AIR WAVES TELEVISION - a report - six (6) pages
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SAVING AIR-WAVES TELEVISION

The following story came to me represented as beine true. T will
reproduce the zist of it here, but, even though I want to believe it
te be true, it wmight not be.

The story is of a dentist, T will call him Joe. He had a suc-
cessful dental practice in a town in the U.S.A. and, though the com-
unity was a little Jlarger than he could comfortably handle, he drove
himself and met the challenge.

Then, along came another dentist who opened an office and began
the practice of dentistry in the same town. I will call him Albert.
As Joe passed by Albert's from time to time, he noticed there was sel-
dom an automobile in Albert's parking lot, and the lot was never secen
to be full. Weeks elapsed and Joe noticed Albert had a gloomy mood
when ever he saw him on the street. Eventually Joe concluded that
Albert was not getting his share of the dental work available to them
both and that if secme action was not taken, the other would fail
business-wige in his new practice.

50, from time tco time, Joe began rinsing his own mouth out with
whiskey just before seeing some patients. He did this even though he
did not drink. It was not long until he noticed a reduction in the
number of patients he was serving and, when he passed by Albert's,
the parking lot there was never empty and some times full. The patient
dispersal had reached a fair extent anc Joe stoppec the practice of
the whiskey-rinse. There was enough business for both >f themn.

This is some of the human side of small business. It is not reg-
ulated by law. It is one. of those things some of us do when we see
it should be done. I am generally not in favor of trickery but in this
instance [ can easily forgive Joe. Here is, one more:

7 was in Colorado working as an electronics technician when I
g0t a case of the ploomies myself. 1 began to doubt a lot of things
and needed some hzlpful words< One day, while in this mood and seek-
ing an encouraging word, 1 asked a coworker if he could think of a
true tale of an instance where some one in business went out of his
way to heln the competition, even if it was just a little help. I
further asked that he not mention any names so that no one would be
embarrassed and so the information could not be used to give me or
another some advantage.

ie told me of a wman who had a small contracting business working
in construction and landscaping. A slump in the economy that lasted
a while had a devastating effect on his business and he fell on hard
times. Another, a large company working in that same field and in
that same geographical area heard of the guy's plight and, out of the
blue, offered him a subcontract (which they did not have to do as they
could have easily expanded their business to handle the work). He
readily accepted and the next day went to the work site to size up the
job. 1t was road construction. He found the back hoe and other
equipment there all gassed up and ready for him. He set himself at
once to the task and did it well and in short order.

Financiaily he had won on that job and that kept his head above
water until he again had steady work. For the big company it was just
a drop in the bucket ... for him it ment survival.

Partly because of the way I structured the request, I am sure this
story is true. He was free to tell the truth. Also, T know it to be
true because he is a coarse kind of guy who indulges himself in being
a robust truth teller, even if some times he hurts the feelings of
others present. T have not communicated with him since about 15890,
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some twenty-three years has elapsed since he related the story.

if neither of these storys convince you of the good actions of
some 1n business I invite you fto reflect on your own readings for
svme. The Reader's Digest is full of some like these (though many
are unbelievable). Dale Carnegie's book How to Win Friends and
influence People is full of encounters he had and some of the storys
were tiuch lilke these two. I want to believe that T awm not the only
person who has been liberal in such business matters. I also want to
tell of them here so that you do not become discouraged.

The human side of business never seems tc take place when giant
corpeorations are involved. T think it 1s not because only heartless
men and women climb to the top of corporate ladders. Rather, the law
fixing the obligations of corporations restrict such side humanitarian
efforts/practices. Even if the action would prevent envirounmental
damage or a tendency for Democracy to erode, the law does not permit
much corporate excursion.

To szay there is a battle (competition) between cable T.V. and
alr-waves T.V. {(eather T.V.) by refering to it as cable T.V. versus
free T.V. is wmisleading due to the lack of parallelism in the terms.
The word cable refers to the medium of transwmission. So, to properly
comparz 1t to the other segment of the television industry one should
not use the term free T.V. butr, rather, air waves T.V. or ether T.V. and
I wiil use the proper terwms herein.

Cable T.V. has two sources of incorie, cable customers/subscribers
and advertisers. Air waves T.V. has only one source of income, adver-
tisers. As costs have risen effecting the whole industry, it has been
easier for cable, with it's two sources of income,to keep up and meet
expenses. A major factor advertisars consider is the number of persons
the medium will reach. As cable T.V. has increased it's subscribers,
alr waves T.V. has lost viewers. Since the advertisers are not willing
to pay quite so much for air waves T.V., air waves T.V. has had, to
meet erpenses, Lo increase the number of ads it shows per hour. This,
in turn, degrades the program. That leads to still fewer viewers and
it is expected that, eventually, «iv waves T.V. will become extinct
(die). It has been estimated that air waves T.V. will die within
five to ten years.

Cable T.V. will be the big winner 1f air waves T.V. dies. Cable
T.V. will not have that as competition. With out the competition Cable
T.V. can degrade in any of several directions. With a greater partial
or total monopoly it can charge excessively, further reduce the moral
scope of it's programs {(which have never bheen well regulated) and more.
But there is a wore serious hazard in store for America (U.S.A.) if
all T.V. goes underground (to cable T.V.). We will tend to lose our
Democracy. You see, to exercise good judgement, the population must
be well informed. With cut air waves T.V. as a corrective reference,
cable T.V. can mislead. It is only through sources that offer a variety
of philosophical perspectives (a variety of political orientations) can
we, the citizens, truly gain insights and can properly compare and
evaluate contrasting points of view. With out air wmaves T.V. our votes,
for example, will not be as fine tuned as they have tended to be.
Cable T.V. realiges what a win if will have and will want the extra
power. They will no doubt say "We will present altermative political
positions." 1t is like the accountant/bookkegper who zoes to the CED
or owner of the company and says, "If you will authorize us: to stop
keeping tbe‘books in such a detailed fashion as we have, we could
do other things and get a lot more work done around here. You can
Frust us. The books have always ballanced.” 1f the CEO/owner says
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"Yes." there poes the audit trail. And there will be little recovery
when things go wrong. -

50, cable T.V. is winning over air waves T.V.. It is obviousely
true that when ever some one kills another for gain, to find a good
lead to the killer, all one need do is find out who will benefit from
the death. For example, if an old lady is found dead with a knife
sticking out of her back, we should take a look at her will. This
makes sense to most of us. The killer might not be among the heirs
but it is a good source of leads (they have motive). 3o, though it
+iuht not be cable T.V.'s fault for the demise of air waves T.V., if
there is some thing that points to cable T.V. that shows air waves T.V.
being hurried along toward it's death, should we not become aware of
it ? 1 have three pieces of information for you that suggest that
some entity (could it be cable T.V. ?7) 1is trying to pugh air waves
T.V..to it's death.

About a week ago 1 bought a new 13" color Curtis Mathes television
receiver. It was on sale at KMart locally here in Cawmbridge, Ohio
(see attached ad). I had been watching air waves T.V., either of two
stations was available to me here; WNBC and PB3 with both available via
UHF. T was using an old black and white set that was on it's last legs.
I was looking forward to secing color T.V. after so many years of black
and white.

The new color receiver has a red light on the front along with the
printed lagend POWER. It looks like an LED. (light emitting diode).
I thought it was a pilot lipht. The T.V. was intermittant with the
picture and sound coming on and off with a poping sound. The raster
also was going on and off. 1 was hoping it would settle down and stay
on as I was trying to adjust it for the first time and learning about
how to controel it. I was also trying to evaluate the quality of the
picture and watch a show so I was not shocked to find the red light was
always on when the picture, sound and raster were off and always off
when those three were on. Further, at the time of the transistion
a loud poping sound like a relay {(mechanical) kicking on or off was
heard. Though I have come to believe the condition I was seeling was
not an electronics failure and that the set was designed to perforn
that way, I returned the set to KMart and got a refund. T used the
refund to buy a 13" color Magnavox T.V. from that KMart.

T now believe that Curtis Mathes designed the T.V. so that, if
the signal at the i1nput jack, as measured perhaps at the second detector,
was weak or variable (signifying alr waves connection) the T.V. would
disconnect the speaker, turn off the picture and the raster. This can
easily be done by way of a relay control. The relay could also control
the red light as stated. One might think that this design would pre-
vent a viewer from watching a shoddy picture with bad sound due to a
weak or variable signal and thus preserve the integrity of the appearance
of a Curtis Mathes set, but it can also be thought of as "funneling"
the viewer/owner away from air waves T.V. to cable T.V. and one wonders
"Did cable T.V. enter into some contract with Curtis Mathes to get this
result cesignacd into the et 7" The result favors cable T.V. just as
the knife in the back favors the heirs.

The Magnavox came with out any VHF or UHF antennae. I had to buy
those two antennaes separately and did so. The ads for the Magnavox did

not show any antennas but I assumed they would be in the box with the
T.V. Just as 1 always assume that new shoes come with shoe stringa.
Since the Magnavox set did not have the on-off relay control of the
Curtis Mathes design, I was able to get a steady raster, fair picture,
and crackling sound. 1 have ordered a plus 20 db rf amplifier to
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compensate and improve the aucio. T hope it will work well enough
for me to continue to watch air waves T.V.. 1In the past, T.V. uan-
ufacturers either manufactured their own antennas or farmed out the
manutactureand in this way they could control both the quality of
performance and the esthetics of the antenna design. One wonders if
Magnavox was under contract to give up manufacturing air waves antennas.
It seems improbable that a company would give up control of the design
of the antennas with out payment of some kind.

The antennas I bought to use with the Magnavox T.V. consist of
a UHF hoop and two straight length-adjustable VHF antennas for use on
top of the T.V. receiver or close to it. The hoop locks small. I
compared it with the UHF hoop I have been using with the black and
white T.V. for over six years. The new hoop is about two (2) centi-
riecers shorter in diameter than the old hoop. It is beiieved that
there is only one optimum diameter UHF hoop antenna useful for use in
receliving the spectrum of frequencies usec hy UHF transmitters. 3o,
One of these antennas is the wrong size. I believe rhe newer one 1is
of the wrong diameter and will present a weaker signal at the T.V. input
jack. In my case I can easily fashion a fine UHF hoop antenna from an
old metal coat hanger. (Please do not tell the cable cowmpanys of this
or they might rush over to the coat hanger manufacturer and offer them
an underhanded contract and pay them if they manufacture coat hangers
that cannot be s0 modified.) Put most do not know they can make such
an antenna or how to do so and will just simply adopt cable T.V..
Here asgain, the cable companies win and one wonders if it is all
merely happenstance that they do. So, here is another instance of
"funneling'" and possible knife-in-the-back evidence.

The dentist story and contractor story were placed herein so you

fix it ?will not becowe overly discouraged about the motives and actions of

fee
solu-
tien

your fellow man. Due to the limitations of law imposed on the CEOs of
ziant corporations they cannot cross certain lines and act like human
beings with hearts. (The cash gifts seen on T.V. and given to charty
are tax write offs for the corporations.) S0, if giant corporations
are to befave sensibly toward the envirounment and the Dewmocracy,
government will will have to bring them to do it. And government has
often done such. A good example: the scrubbers required on coal fired
electric utilities. Others include the existance of superfunds for
cleaning up toxic waste sites. If air waves T.V. is to be saved, the
governuent will have to do it. Corporations will not voluntarily, on
their own,modify their ways of doing business so that air waves T.V.,
needed to maintain Dewmocracy, will continue to exist. Instead of try-
ing just a little bit to save air waves T.V., the cable companies seem
to be operating behind the scenes (albeit in a legal way) to hurry the
demise of air waves T.V. and since there i¢ none to oppose them, this
might come to pass.

A tax 1s defined by the Random House Dictionary of the English
Language as "a sum of money levied upon incomes, property, sales,
et cetera, by a government for its support or for specific facilitles
or services'". When the tax does not eerve the government we can
properly refer to it as a fee. The solution to the problem is to
charge the cable companies a fee. The fee can be based on the income
the cable companies derive from cable subscribers. Up to 100 per cent
could be charged. The amount collected could, after the government
deducpeq it's cost of collection, be dispersed to the air waves
television systems. I do not know the formula that would be just
so that the dispersion would be fair and so that air waves T,V. would
be preserved and so that, as a result, Democracy would be preserved.
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An apolitical accountant (if one c¢an be found) would know.

preci- As stated, there is ample precident for the fee solution. The

dent serubbers are one. I will include a newspaper article clipped from
the Akron Beacon Joumnal (12/19/2002 issue) and relating to some
excesses of telemarketers as another proposal of a fee solution to
another problem. Such a fee would tend to remove the motive of
cable T.V. to undermine air waves T.V. and they might adjust their
svbscriber ratftes to more accurately and feirly reflect their costs.
The true cost of cable operations ... Democracy destroying efforts
and effects included, should be borne by the perpetrators, the cable
companies. The cable coupaniles ''polute Democracy" they should be
charged a fee to'clean it up".

effects This proposed action, the fee sclution, could have a beneficial
effect on all television advertising. It could also heve a positive
eliect on the guality of programming. The proposed solution will tend
to level the playing field. Both air waves T.V. and cable T.V. can
make a profit. 1In time, it 1s hopped a happy balance can be arrived
at. 1f alr waves T.V. grows by gaining viewers from cable T.V. then
air waves T.V. will receive less from cable T.V. and cut-throat
competition would tend to be removed as a wode of operation. for the
industry. 1In summary, there would be the off-setting force (the fee
solution),which is not in place yet, that would provide redistribution
of income.

getting rinally, there is the matter of politics related to getting this
the fix proposal installed. UWo matter what specific form or wording this
adopted proposal takes, it is sure to be opposed by the cable companies. 1

do believe this proposal cannot be implimented by the FCC alone but
the chairman of the FCC is sure to be listened to more closely than
myself with no degree in law and no power other than that of citizen-
ship. Put a letter or series of letters from the chairman of the FCC
would surely have a positive effect on those who can make this proposal
into law. Does not the FCC charter, provided by the United States
Congress, suggest that the FCC would be properly operating if it
tended to be oriented in support of the measure presented herein 7
Please send me a list of names and addresses of peesons 1 could send
a copy of this proposal to so that the measure stated could have a
better chance of being applied. Please fecel free to make copies of
this letter-report and send them to whom ever you wish to advance
the proposal.

Thanks. 1 will thank you in advance here for any consideration you give
this matter. Thank you.

Since;ely yours,
7{;.«1.,{@: C sf/@m_‘,}yf/

Mark €. Fleming b.a"

CC:filas, others

Enc.: newspaper clipping, advertisement
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Telemarketers would have to check reglstry every 3 months, could be fined
By Shelley Emling telephone or the Internet for a  ices will know who is calling.
Cox News Service five-year stay on the list. Tele- But relief is at least several
NEW YORK: Help may be on marketers would have o check  pynths away, .

the way for those who hate a the names every three months, ey s
ringing during dinner. and could be fined as much as To d the opemhon e
phome $11,000 if they call someone /{F1C needs approval from the :

The Federal Trade Commis- Congress that nes _
sion announced a long-antici- Wbo is listed. oled to collect ggn; 2 "
pated lgelzﬂte‘}’e(;iﬂﬁday to stop  The rules also would reganuue
unwan one pitches: 2 telemarketers to transmit i
nationwide “do not call” list. 1D information w0 that copetns. _lfeteﬁ: 1f Congress grants ¢ ¢, yicutures

jon in fees from tele- ;¢ uer. nrinyt Comfrones

Consumers could sign up by ers who subscribe to such serv-  Please see Calls, A5

Associated Press
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T ATE TR ED
413 Steubenville Avenue Apt 1
Cambridge, Ohio 43725
4 March, 2003

Mr. Kevin Marcin;:; Coumissioner, [FCC
1919 M Street NW
Washitigton, DC 20554

Dear Miz. Marwin,

I hope this letter finds you in good health and good spirits.

This letter and 6 page report/paper titled SAVING AIR WAVES
TELEVISION are an attempt to prevent the death of air waves tele-
vision (""rree T.V.") and thereby prevent the possible death of
Democcracy. Alr waves talevision is necessary as an essential ref-
erence with which to compare cable T.V. and tends to keep cable T.V.
honest. Alr waves T.V. recaches out to all and provides the same
signal teo each and every one. The laws of nature ensure such uni-
formity of signal. Thoush cable T.V. may also provide the same
signal to e2very subscriber-to-cable, it 1s not bound by nature to
do so. The cable subscriber deces not own the cable and has no con-
trcl over what comes over it. With high spead digital computers
and dizital T.V. and with the contrel of which cable signals are
directed to which citizens' homes, it is possible to differentially
communicate to large groups of citizens. This communications power,
concentrated in the hands ¢f one or a few, with no air waves T.V.
in existence to keep it honest, may lead to the demise of our
Demcocracy. Please do not let them further endanger our form of
governnent. The enclosed paper outlines the problem in some detail
and provides a solution to it.

I thank you here for any consideration you give these matters.
Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Mark C. TFleming b.a.

:fliles, et al.

CC
mnc.: SAVIEG AIR WAVES TEL
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SAVING AIR-WAVES TELEVISION

The following story came to me represented as beine true. T will
reproduce the 3ist of it here, but, even though I want tc believe it
to be true, it might not be.

The story is of a dentist, I will call him Joe. He had a suc-
cessful dental practice in a town in the U.S.A. and, though the com-
unity was a little larger than he could comfortably handle, he drove
himself ancd met the challenge.

Then, along came another dentist who opened an office and began
the practice of dentistry in the same town. I will call him Alberct.
As Joe passed by Albert's from time to time, he noticed there was sel-
dom an automobile in Albert's parking lot, and the lot was never seen
to be full. Weeks elapsed and Joe noticed Albert had a gloomy mood
when ever he saw him on the street. Eventually Joe concluded that
Albert was not getting his share of the dental work available to them
both and that if some action was not taken, the other would fail
business-wise in his new practice.

5¢, from time to time, Jce began rinsing his own mouth out wich
whiskey just before seeing some patients. He did this even though he
did not drink. It was not long until he noticed a reduction in the
number of patients he was serving and, when he passed by Albert's,
the parking lot there was never empty and some times full. The patient
dispersal had reached a fair extent anc Joe stoppedc- the practice of
the whiskev-rinse. There was encugh business for both 2f them.

This is some of the human side of small business. It is not reg-
ulated by law. It is one. of those things some of us do when we see
it should be done. I am generally nct in favor of trickery but in this
instance [ can easily forgive Joe. Here 1is. one more:

I was 1n Colorado working as an electronics technician when I
£OL a case of the glcomies myself. T began to Joubt a lot of things
and needed some h21lpful words., One day, while in this mood and seek-
Ing an ancouraging word, I asked a coworker if he could think of a
true tsie of an instance where some one in business went out of his
way to help the competition, even 1if it was Jjust a little help. I
further asked that he nct mention any names so that no cne would be
embarrassed and so the informaticn could not be used toc give me or
ancthetr sowme advantage.

Ee told me of a wan who had a small contracting business working
in construction and landscaping. A slump in the eccnomy that lasted
a while had a devastating effect on his business and he fell on hard
times. Another, a large company working in that same field and in
that same geographical area heard of the guy's plight and, out of the
blue, offered him a subcontract (which they did not have to do as they
could have easily expanded their business to handle the work). le
readily accepted and the next day went to the work site to size up the
job. It was road construction. He found the back hoe and other
ecquipment there all sassed up and ready for him. MHe set himself at
once to the task and did it well and in short order.

financially he had won on that job and that kept his head above
water until he again had steady work. For the big company it was just
a dérop in the bucket ... for him it ment survival.

Pgrtly because of the way I structured the request, I am sure this
story 1s true. He was free to tell the truth. 4&lso, T know it to be
true because he is a coarse kind of guy who indulges himself in beling
a Fobust truth teller, even 1f some times he hurts the feelings of
others present. T have not communicated with him since about 1689,
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some twenty-three years has elapsec since he related the story.

If neither of these storys convince you of the good actions of
some in business I invite you to reflect on your own readings for
some. The Reader's Digest is full of some like these (though many
are unbelievable). Dale Carnegie's book How to Win Friends and
Influence People is full of encounters he had and some of the storys

were nuch like these two. 1 want to believe that I am not the only
person who has been liberal in such business matters. I alsc want to
tell of them here so that you do not become disccuraged.

The human side of business never seems to take place when giant
corperations are involved. 1 think it is not because only heartless
men and women climb te the top of corporate ladders. Rather, the law
fixing the obligations of corporations restrict such side humanitarian
efforts/practices. Even if the action would prevent envirounmental
damage or a tendency for Democracy to erode, the law does not permit
much corporate excursion,.

Toc say there 1s a pattle (competition) between cable T.V. and
air-waves T.V. {(acher T.V.) by refering to it as cable T.V. versus
free T.V. is wmisleading due to the lack of parallelism in the terms.
The word cable refers to the wmedium of transmission. So, to properly
compar2 1t to the other segment of the television induztry one should
not use the term free T.V. but, rather, air waves T.V. or ether T.V. and
I will use the proper terms herein.

Cable T.V. has two sources of income, cable customers/subscribers
and advertisers. Ailr waves T.V. has only one source of income, adver-
tisers. As costs have risen effecting the whole industry, it has been
casier for cable, with it's two sources of income,to keep up and meet
expenses. A major factor advertisers consider is the number of persons
the medium wi.ll reach. As cable T.V. has increased it's subscribers,
air waves T.V. has lost viewers. Since the advertisers are not willing
to pay quite so much for azir waves T.V., sir waves T.V. has had, to
meet expenses, to increase the number of ads it shows per hour. This,
in turn, degrades the program. That leads to still fewer viewers and
it is expected that, eventually, air waves T.V. will become extinct
(die). It has been estimated that air waves T.V. will die within
Zlve to ten years.

Cable T.V. will be the big winner if air waves T.V. dies. Cable
T.V. will not have that as competition. With out the competition Cable
T.V. can degrade in any of several directions. With a greater partial
or total meonopoly it can charge excessively, further reduce the moral
scope of it's programs (which have never been well regulated) and more.
But there 1s a more serious hazard in store for America (U.S.A.} if
all T.¥. gzoes underground (to cable T.V.). We will tend to lose our
Democracy. You see, to exercise good judgement, the population nust
be well informed. With out air waves T.V. as a corrective reference,
cable T.V. can mislead. It is only through sources that offer a variety
of philosophical perspectives (a variety of political orientations) can
we, the citizens, truly gain insights and can properly compare and
evaluate contrasting points of view. With out air waves T.V. our votes,
for example, will not be as fine tuned as they have tended to be.
Cable T.V. realisges what a win it will have and will want the extra

powar. They will no doubt say "We will present altermative political
positions.” It is like the accountant/bookkezper who goes to the CEO
or owner of the company and says, "If you will authorize us to stop

keeping the books in such a2 detailed fashion as we have, we could
do other things and get a lot more work done around here. You can
frist us. The books have always ballanced.'" 1If the CEO/cwner says
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"Yes." there goes the audit trail. A&nd there will be little recovery
when things go wrong.

So, cable T.V. is winning over air waves T.V.. It is obviousely
true that when ever scme one kills another for gain, to find a gocd
lead to the killer, all one need do is find our who will benefit from
the death. For example, if an old lady is found dead with a knife
sticzing cut of her back, we should take a look at her will. This
makes sense to most of us. The killer might not be among the heirs
but it 15 a good source cof leads (they have motive). So, though it
»izht not be cable T.V.'s fault for the demise of air waves T.V., if
there is some thing that points to cable T.V. that shows air waves T.V.
being hurried alcong toward it's death, should we not become aware of
it 7 1 have three pieces of information for you that suggest that
soune entity (could it be cable T.V. ?) is trying to pugh alr waves
T.V..to it's death.

About a week ago I bought a new 13" color Curtis Mathes television
receiver. It was on sale at XMart locally here in Cambridge, Chic
(see attached ad). 1 had been watching air waves T.V., either of two
stations was available to me here; NBC and PB5 with both available via
UHF. 1T was using an old black and white set that was on it's last legs.
1 was looking forward to seeing colecr T.V. after so many years of black
and white,

The new color receiver has a red light on the front aleng with the
printed legend POWER. It looks like an LED (light emitting diode).

I thought it was a pilot light. The T.V. was intermittant with the
picture and sound coming on and off with a poping sound. The raster
also was golng on and off. I was hoping it would settle down and stay
on as 1 was trying to adjust it for the first time and learning about
how to contrel it. I was alsoc trying to evaluate the quality of the
picture and watch a show so I was not shocked to find the red light was
always on when the picture, sound and raster were off and always off
when those three were on. Further, at the time of the transisticn

a2 loud poping sound like a relay (mechanical) kicking on or off was
heard. Though I have come to believe the condition 1 was seeing was
not an electronics failure and that the set was designed to perform
that way, I returned the set to XMart and got a refund. I used the
refund te buy a 13" color Magnavox T.V. from that XMart.

I now believe that Curtis Mathes designed the T.V. so that, if
the signal at the input jack, as measured perhaps at the second detector,
was weak or varlable (signifying air waves connection) the T.V. would
disconnect the speaker, turn off the picture and thke raster. This can
easily be done by way of a relay contrel. The relay could also control
the red light as stated. One might think that this design would pre-
vent a viewer from watching a shoddy picture with bad sound due to a
weak or variable signal and thus preserve the integrity of the appearance
of a Curtis Mathes set, but it can alsc be thought of as '"funneling”
the viewer/owner away from alr waves T.V. to cable T.V. ancd one wonders

"Di¢ cable T.V. enter into some contract with Curtis Mathes to get this

result designad Into the zet 7" The result favors cable T.V. just as
the knife in the back favors the heirs.

The Magnavox came with out any VHF or UHF antennae. I had to buy
those twe antennaes separately and did so. The ads for the Magnavox did

not show any antennas but I assumed they would be in the bex with the
T.V. just as I always assume that new shoes ccme with shoe stringa.
Since the Magnavox set did not have the on-off relay control of the
Curtis Mathes design, [ was able to get a steady raster, fair picture,
and crackling sound. I have ordered a plus 20 db rf amplifier to
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compensate and improve the audio. I hope it will work well enough
for me tc continue to watch air waves T.V.. 1In the past, T.V. man-
ufacturers either manufactured their cwn antennas or farmed out the
manufactureand in this way they could control both the quality of
performance and the esthetics of the antenna design. One wonders if
Magnavox was under contract to give up manufacturing air waves ‘antennas .
It seems ilmprobable that a company would give up control of the design
of the antennas with out payment of some kind.

The antennas I bought to use with the Magnavox T.V. consist of
a UHF hoop and twec straight length-adjusctable VHF antennas for use on
top of the T.V. receiver or close to it. The hoop loocks snmall. I
compared it with the UHF hoop I have been using with the black and
white T.V. fur over six years. The new hoop 1is about twe (2) centi-
meters shorter in diameter than the old heocop. It is believed that
there is only one optimum diameter UHF hoop antenna useful for use in
receiving the spectrum of frequencies used by UHF transmitters. So,
One of these antennas i1s the wrong size. 1 believe the newer one is
of the wrong diameter and will present a weaker signal at the T.V. input
Jack. In my case I can easily fashion a fine UHF hoop antenna from an
old metal coat hanger. (Please do not tell the cable companys of this
or they might rush over to the ccat hanger manufacturer and offer them
an underhanded contract and pay them if they manufacture coat hangers
that cannot be so modified.) But most do not know they can make such
an antenna or how to do so and will just simply adopt cable T.V..
Here azaln, the cable companies win and one wonders if it is all
merely happenstance that they do. So, here is another instance of
"funneling" and possible knife-in-the-back evidence.

The dentist story and contractor story were placed herein so you

fix it ?will not become overly discouraged about the nmotives and actions of
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your fellow man. Due to the limitations of law imposed on the CEOs of
zlant corporations they cannot cross certain lines and act like human
beings with hearts. (The cash gifits seen on T.V. and given to charty
are tax write offs for the corporations.) 5Sco, if giant corporatiocns
are to bedave sensibly toward the envirounment and the Democracy,
governmant will will have to bring them to do it. And government has
often done such. A good example: the scrubbers required on coal fired
electric utilities. Others include the existance of superfunds for
cleaning up toxic waste sites. If air waves T.V. is to be saved, the
government will have to do it. Corporations will not voluntarily, on
their ownjmodify their ways of doing business so that air waves T.V.,
needed to maintain Democracy, will continue to exist. Instead of try-
ing just a little bit to save air waves T.V., the cable companies secem
to be operating behind the scenes (albeit in a legal way) to hurry the
demise of air waves T.V. and since there is naone to oppose them, this
might come to pass.

A tax 1s defined by the Random House Dictionary of the English
Language as "a sum of money levied upon lncomes, property, sales,
et cetera, by a government for its support or for specific facilities
or services". When the tax does not eerve the government we can
properly refer to it as & fee. The solution to the problem 1s to
charge the cable companies a fee. The fee can be based on the income
the cable companies derive from cable subscribers. Up to 100 per cent
could be charged. The amount collected could, after the government
deduc;e@ it's cost of collection, be dispersed to the air waves
television systems. I do not know the formula that would be just
so that the dispersion would be fair and so that air waves T,V. weuld
be preserved and so that, as a result, Democracy would bes preserved.

F/e.



ytrecti-
lent

2ffects

zetting
the Iix
adopted

Thanks.

An apolitical accountant (if cne can be found) would know.

As stated, there 1s ample precident for the fee solution. The
serubbers are one. I will include a newspaper article clipped from
the Akron Beacon Joumnal (12/19/2002 issue) and relating to some
excesses of telemarketers as ancther proposal of a fee solution to
another problem. Such a fee would tend to remove the motive of
cable T.V. to undermine air waves T.V. and they might adjust their
subscriber rates to more accurately and fairly reflect their costs.
The true cost of cable operations ... Democracy destroying efforts
and effects included, should be borne by the perpetrators, the cable
companies. The cable companies 'pclute Democracy'" they should be
charged a fee to''clean it up".

This proposed action, the fee scolution, could have a beneficial
effect on all television advertising. It cculd also heve a positive
effect on the quality of programming. The proposed solution will tend
to level the playing field. Both air waves T.V. and cable T.V. can
make a prefit. In time, it is hopped a happy balance can be arrived
at. I1f air waves T.V. grows by gaining viewers from cable T.V. then
air waves T.V. will recelve less from cable T.V. and cut-throat
competition would tend to be removed as a mode of operation for the
industry. 1In summary, there would be the off-setting force (the fee
solution),which is not in place yet, that weculd provide redistributicn
of income. :

Tinally, there 1s the matter of politics related to getting this
proposal installed. UWo matter what specific form cor wording this
proposal takes, it 1s sure to be opposed by the cable companies. 1
do believe this proposal cannot te implimented by the FCC alone but
the chairman of the FCC is sure to be listened to more closely than
myself with no degree in law and no power other than that of citizen-
ship. But a letter or series of letters from the chairman of the FCC
would surely have a positive effect on those who can make this proposal
into law. Does not the FCC charter, provided by the United States
Conegress, suggest that the FCC would he properly operating if it
tended to be oriented in support of the measure presented herein ?
Please send me a list of names and addresses of persons I could send
a copy of this proposal to so that the measure stated could have a
better chance of being applied. Please feel Iree to make copies of
this letter-report and send them to whom ever you wish to advance
the proposal.

I will thank you in advance here for any consideration you give
this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

%?ﬂkﬁiéf f?%{§¢¢{z;§§§//

Mark C. Fleming b.a%

CC:files, others

Enc.: newspaper clipping, advertisement
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Cox News Service five-year stay on the list. Tele- But relief is at least several
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